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\\ho thought that the radicals had sufficient ma-
jorities to ensure all needed legislation and did
not relish the thought of Ben Wade in the presi-
dency. * Ot IHTS considered that no just grounds for
action had been found in the several investigations
of Johnson's record. Besides, the President's au-
thority and influence had been much curtailed
by I he* legislation relating to the Freedmen's Bu-
reau, tenure of office, reconstruction, and com-
mand of the army, and Congress had also refused
to reeogni/.e his amnesty and pardoning powers.

Kill the desire to impeach the President was in-
creasing in power, and very little was needed to
provoke a trial of strength between the radicals
and the President. The drift toward impeach-
ment was due in part to the legislative reaction
against the Executives and in part to Johnson's
own opposition to reconstruction and to his use
of I hi* patronage against the radicals. Specific
grievances were found in his vetoes of the various
reconstruction bills, in his criticisms of Congress
and the radical leaders, and in the fact, as Stev-
ens asserted, that he was a "radical renegade."

1 Senator Wade of Ohio was President pro temjiorc of the Senate and
by the act of 1701 would Hueceed President Johnson if he were re-
moved from offuv.